Early Hanoverian Diplomacy-lawful heir of Louis XV. The Hanover conference between the two diplomatic managers of their respective sovereigns not only, for the first time since 1688, resulted in a real friendship between the two countries, but for some years to come made the Anglo-French alliance the controlling force in European affairs. At the time it had another consequence. Peter the Great had recently made a progress across Europe with the hope of inducing France to join the Northern confederation against England. Dubois at once acquainted Stanhope with all that was going on, and strengthened himself in his determination of fidelity to the new compact.
During the years now looked back on, diplomacy, if never more active, had also never been more unscrupulous. It was indeed an aggravated Machiavellianism. The relations between the sovereigns and the statesmen of the world, disclosed by the foregoing narrative, were rather those of conspirators, each eager to seize before his fellow the dagger by the handle, than of statesmen consulting-about monarchies and peoples. Spanish diplomacy continued to be the most powerful of European agencies. It was Imitated and rivalled, if not outdone, by Spain's disciples in the diplomatic art elsewhere. Austria, Italy and Turkey had been engaged in a war, anxiously and actively watched by England. In July 1718, English mediation secured the Peace of Passarowitz. This extended the Austrian frontier so as to include part of Servia and Wallachia. The consequent attraction of Austria to the federated Powers changed the Triple into the Quadruple Alliance for maintaining the Peace of Utrecht and guaranteeing
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